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the extent and direction of the Congo, by
proving that this river and the Lualaha were
one.
Partitioning of Africa.   In 1876 the Af-
rican International Association was organ-
ized, with Leopold II, king of the Belgians,
as president.    The purpose of this associa-
tion was to explore systematically the equa-
torial portion of Africa, beginning upon the
eastern    coast    and    working    westward.
Stanley, having accomplished this feat, was
immediately engaged by the association to
return to Africa and open up to settlement a
large tract of country on the Congo.   Stan-
ley's efforts resulted in the establishing of
the   Congo   Free   State,   now   the  Belgian
Congo.   The interest in this movement led
to the convening of the Berlin  Conference
in 1885, at which an agreement was reached
by   which   the   different   nations   extended
their influence over the portions of Africa
still unoccupied or unclaimed by civilization.
During the next thirty  years,  with  oc-
casional changes due to the ambitions of cer-
tain powers which could only be realized by
force of arms, practically the entire conti-
nent was under control of European nations.
Great Britain had the largest share includ-
ing South Africa, colonies and protectorates
in Nigeria, East Africa, Rhodesia, Uganda
and  elsewhere.    France  occupied Algeria,
part of the Congo, Madagascar, protector-
ates in  Tunis and Morocco and elsewhere.
Belgium held the Belgian Congo, formerly
the   Congo   Free   State.     Italy   occupied
Eritrea,   the   Italian   Somaliland,   and,   by
conquest from Turkey,  Tripoli and  Cyre-
naiea.   Portugal held Mozambique.   Spain's
main possession was Morocco, and Germany
had areas in East and Southwest Africa.
During this long period, great improve-
ments were introduced into the regions under
the control of the respective powers. The
immense resources of the continent were
gradually brought to light and large areas
were opened to white settlement.
By agreement between Egypt and Great
Britain, the great region south of Egypt,
known as the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan, was
placed under British administration. In
South Africa conflicts arose between large
eolonies of Dutch settlers, called Boers, and
English settlers. These conflicts grew into ac-
tual war which lasted from October, 1889, to-
lilkrcb, 1&Q2, and resulted in making British
Colonies out of &© Orange Free State and
 the Transvaal Republic. After the war the
tendency of the English colonies toward a
closer union resulted in 1910 in the forma-
tion of a new federation, which took the
name The Union of South Africa,
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AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL
CHURCH, a branch of the Methodist Epis-
copal Church, organized in Philadelphia by
Richard Allen in 1816, exclusively for the
benefit of the colored people. Four years
later the African Methodist Episcopal Zion
Church was organized. Each of these organ-
izations, while independent of the mother
church, is conducted under the same rules
and polity as the church from which it
i sprang. The several branches of the African
Methodist Episcopal churches in the United
States have a membership of nearly 1,400,-
000, See methodists*
AGAMEMlirON', in Greek' mythology,
king of Mycenae and Argos, brother of
Menelaus, and commander of the allied
Greeks at the siege of Troy. Returning
home after the fall of Troy, he was treacher-
ously assassinated by his wife, Clytemnestra,
and her lover, Aegisthus. He was the father
of Orestes, Iphigenia and Electra. See
trot.
AGr'ARIC, a fungus, of which over a thou-
sand species are known. They are arranged
in five classes, according as the color of their
spores is white, pink, brown, purple or black.
Many of the species are edible, like the com-
mon mushroom which, grows in fields and
pastures. See mttshrooms.
A&ASSIZ, ag'ohse, alexander (1835-
1910), an American, naturalist, son. of Louis
Agassiz, was born in Keuchatel, Switzer-
land* He came to the United States in 1849,
and was graduated at Harvard in 1855. He
served on. the California Coast Survey and
assisted his father in the museum of zoology
at Cambridge, Mass. He was later super-
intendent of the Calumet and Hecla capper

